September homes sales up 17 percent in Bloomington

                                                                        

BLOOMINGTON – More than 130 homes were sold in Monroe County and adjacent counties in September, a 17 percent increase compared to the same time last year, according to statistics compiled by F.C. Tucker/Bloomington, REALTORS®. 

Starting in July, this marks the third consecutive month in 2009 in which reported units sold per month are higher than numbers reported during the same time last year. 

Further, the average year-to-date sales price for a home in Monroe County and adjacent counties is up 3 percent from $156,700 in September 2008 to $161,900 in September 2009. The strongest sales in September occurred in the $100,000 to $159,900 price range.

“My sense is that first-time home buyers are moving our local housing market,” said John West, managing broker of F.C. Tucker/Bloomington, REALTORS®. “They see the benefit of the first-time buyer tax credit and are taking advantage of the historically low mortgage rates.”

West explained that open house attendance in the Bloomington area has increased over the summer. “While open houses don’t always convert to sales, we’re hoping that a lot of the promising interest we’ve seen will result in increased activity and sales in the last quarter of the year.”

F.C. Tucker Bloomington, REALTORS remind consumers of the Nov. 30 deadline to qualify for the federal first-time home buyer tax credit. Buyers have to agree to terms soon to get deals closed by the deadline.

September closed single-family and condominium home sales in Monroe County 

and surrounding counties

	
	September 2008
	September 2009
	Month to Month % Change

	TOTAL
	112
	131
	17.0%


Year-to-date closed single-family and condominium home sales in Monroe County 

and surrounding counties

	
	January - September 2008
	January - September 2009
	% Change

	TOTAL
	1,372
	1,274
	-7.1%


Year-to-date average sales price in Monroe County and surrounding counties 

	
	January - September 2008
	January - September 2009
	% Change

	TOTAL
	$156,700
	$161,900
	3.0%


September inventory in Monroe County and surrounding counties 

	
	September 2008
	September 2009
	% Change

	TOTAL
	123
	132
	7.0%


